
September 2011

From Your President:

This is my favorite time of the year!  I love it when the leaves take on a new color and the air get 
crisp.  We all can find something to enjoy if we look for it; just like we can find things that 
depress us if we look for them.  Our organization is fighting to stay alive as the membership 
drops year after year.  We need members to keep the Kings Daughters and Sons alive and viable.  
I believe that all of us can change this into a positive.  Keep asking everyone you know.  Bring 
them to your meetings so they know the wonderful things the organization does and can do.  
Keep trying and there can be a turn-around of the organization.

This year representing Indiana at IOKDS Central Council we had Lee Ann Bruner, Life Member 
of Central Council (LMCC) and also the leader of New Horizons; Bev Duffer, International 
Junior Department Director; and your Branch President and member of the Chautauqua Building 
Committee.

While we were very busy at Central Council we had a little bit of time in the evening to hear The 
Beach Boys and Bill Cosby. The Central Council fellowship was outstanding!

This year Central Council had several serious topics to discuss:
�x Declining membership was the chief concern discussed.

�x The Literacy and Autism area name is to be changed to Special Projects.

�x A new service project was introduced by Bev Duffer as a Junior project but was 
liked so well that Central Council (CC) changed it to an all-member project.  The 
project encompasses sending cards and letters to present and past active duty 
military members.  A flyer was generated by Bev and handed out to all Central 
Council members and Branch Presidents explaining the simplicity of the project.  
I encourage every IOKDS member, junior or senior, to participate.

�x The fall issue of the Silver Cross has an intolerable number of errors in it as the 
unedited copy was forwarded to the printers n lieu of the edited version.  Every 
officer, director, and Central Council member apologizes for this huge error.  As 
this was our 125 Anniversary issue, consideration is being given to reprinting the 
edited version.  

�x Both Benedict and Florence Hall are in need of fire escape update to current 
standards.  At both of these houses the fire escapes are constructed of wood, like 



International Order of The King’s Daughters and Sons, Indiana Branch �Š 2

the houses.  A house fire could also burn the escape route for the second and third 
floors.  A restricted fund has been designated for this very expensive update.  
Please consider giving generously to this fund.

�x Central Council discussed the need to increase International fees; such as $20 for 
senior Circles and $10 for Junior Circles.  This will be voted on at the next 
International Convention.

�x Visit the IOKDS.ORG website frequently as it is once again an active changing 
website for IOKDS news.

�x The above are but a few of the items and ideas discussed by your Central Council 
with membership being the most important.

The next IOKDS General Convention will be held in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania April 25-29. 
2012.  It’s not too early to make your plans to attend.  Interfacing and discussing ideas with 
members from across America and Canada can help you think “outside of your Circle.” 

The Indiana Branch Convention is just around the corner and will be held on October 21st and 
22nd.  The session on 21st will be conducted in the North Church in Madison while the 22nd

sessions will be held at the King’s Daughters Medical Building Office.  See the May issue for 
your registration form and hotel information.  Remember this is a shortened one and a half-day 
convention.  This saves money for meals and hotel room.  Board members take notice; the 
IOKDS Indiana Branch Board fall meeting will be held before the start of the convention and 
likely afterwards also.  Please make your plans accordingly.  

Remember to bring:
�x paper products for the Ronald McDonald House,
�x cash donation for Zambia Kids Alive Back to School Project,
�x cash for the bazaar
�x and, bring books for the Literacy project.  

(All money donated for the Zambia project will be matched.  Four-thousand dollars is 
needed to make sure each child has the basic items needed to attend school.)

Remember we will have camp next summer at McCormick Creek State Park, Camp Na Wa Kwa,
starting June 23rd.  Girls start you planning now.

I ask that everyone that is eligible to receive a citation for their years of service to let me know as 
soon as possible so the information can verified by International and a proper citation generated.

IHN

Kathy Auxier
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From Your Vice-President and Spiritual Life Director:

“. . . He said to me, My grace is sufficient for you for My power is made perfect in weakness.”
(II Corinthians 12:9)

As I was brushing my teeth the other day, I realized my electric toothbrush was really low on 
power.  When I took the time to put new batteries in the toothbrush, the maximum power was 
restored.  At that point, it provided the service I needed.

Our Christian life is much like that toothbrush.  Too often we let our power level get too low, but 
do we go to the ‘proper’ source for renewal of our power?  Only God, through the Holy Spirit,
can fill us with the real power surge we need.  Psalm 147:5 says, “Great is the Lord and mighty 
in power.” There is no power greater than God’s Power through the work of the Holy Spirit in 
and through our lives.  All we have to do is ask for a refilling of the Spirit on a regular basis.

Each day we need to spend time with God through reading His Word, living in the Spirit, and 
praying to our Heavenly Father.  As we open our hearts to God’s working in our lives, we will be
given power through the Holy Spirit.  This will provide more opportunities to serve Him and 
show forth God’s love to others.  Romans 8:26-27 says it this way, “ In the same way, the Spirit 
helps us in our weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself 
intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.  And he who searches our hearts 
knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with 
God’s will.”

As we look forward to our Indiana Branch Convention this fall, let us prepare ourselves by 
seeking renewed power through a new filling of the Holy Spirit.  When we allow the Holy Spirit 
to fill us anew each day, we can be ready for service ‘In His Name.’  In Galatians 5:25 we are 
encouraged with, “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.”  Let us learn 
to ‘keep in step with the Spirit’ and seek a new filling of the Holy Spirit when our spiritual 
power level gets low.

Prayer:  “Dear Gracious Heavenly Father, help us to be open to a new filling of Your Holy 
Spirit each and every day.  May we always seek to ‘keep in step with the Spirit’ and not rely on 
our own power.  As we rely completely on the power You provide through the Holy Spirit, use 
us to reach out to others in love in service to You!  In Jesus name we pray.”   AMEN

In His Name,

Rose Rayer



International Order of The King’s Daughters and Sons, Indiana Branch �Š 4

From Your Treasurer:

In the Circle Presidents packets being handed out at this year Branch convention please find a 
specific circle membership list for your particular Circle.  Each member's address is listed, so 
that she/he may check it for accuracy.  This will enable International Headquarters to determine 
whether or not the information in their database is correct, and what changes, according to your 
edited list, need to be made.  This will save considerable time and resources in updating their 
records, (i.e., they won't have to compare all addresses that are provided by each circle treasurer 
with all addresses that they currently have on record), through allowing them to target known 
discrepancies.

International Headquarters is requesting all phone numbers and e-mail addresses in order that 
every member might be quickly reachable, and also have access to The King's Daughters and 
Sons periodic e-mails.  In addition it reduces the cost of delivering the Purple Streak when it is 
delivered via e-mail.

Please use only the form provided, fill in the non-renewal information for members who have 
decided not to retain their memberships.  This is valuable to their Membership Committee, and 
will help them in determining whether or not to contact the dropped member.

Please send in these lists and dues to Indiana Branch Treasurer by November 1st  as they are 
due to International Headquarters by November 15th.  This is the date stipulated in the Bylaws 
for payment.  

In addition, please find in the packet the current contribution sheet which includes the many 
endeavors of The King's Daughters and Sons to which you might wish to donate.  

Thank you all for your continued commitment and support of IOKDS and its' on-going missions.

In His Name,

Janet Ellyson

Indiana Branch Financial Statement August 31, 2011

Account
Balance 
09/01/10 Receipts Disbursement

Balance 
08/31/11

International Dues $0.00 $3,189.00 $3,189.00 $0.00 

International Circle Fee $0.00 $90.00 $90.00 $0.00 

Convention Assessments $300.00 $1,015.00 $1,007.20 $307.80 

Branch General $891.63 $1,402.50 $35.00 $2,259.13 
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Chautauqua Scholarship $2,111.76 $94.00 $0.00 $2,205.76 

Indiana Student Grant $977.49 $431.00 $0.00 $1,408.49 

Junior Activities\Camp $4,498.08 $1,121.00 $1,005.80 $4,613.28 

K. D. Hospital $0.00 $91.00 $0.00 $91.00 

Health Careers $422.27 $601.00 $1,000.00 $23.27 

Student Ministry $111.00 $146.00 $0.00 $257.00 

Indian Scholarship $452.81 $120.00 $500.00 $72.81 

N/A Indian Pledge $144.60 $599.17 $144.00 $599.77 

N/A Indian Special $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Around the World Pledge $131.57 $28.50 $120.00 $40.07 

Around the World Special $50.00 $544.02 $594.02 $0.00 
Around the World 
Scholarship $0.00 $500.00 $500.00 $0.00 

M.B.I.M.F. $803.69 $33.00 $0.00 $836.69 

Indiana Room $462.79 $123.00 $462.79 $123.00 

Chautauqua Restoration $298.00 $107.00 $0.00 $405.00 

Purple Streak $317.95 $261.00 $180.70 $398.25 

Jewelry & Supplies $74.69 $126.75 $0.00 $201.44 

Total $12,048.33 $10,622.94 $8,828.51 $13,842.76 

Previous Student Grant 
CD                         
10/24/09 - 10/24/10 $2,012.00 

Cashed CD deposited $12.00 Indiana Student 
Grant Fund

Previous M.B.I.M.F. CD                               
10/24/09 - 09/24/10 $8,091.94 

Left in CD balance when CD was redid 
$91.94

Student Grant CD  14 
Month             10/24/10  -  
08/31/11 $2,000.00 $4.11 APR:  .30% $2,004.11 

M.B.I.M.F. CD   15 Month                    
09/24/10  -  08/31/11 $8,091.94 $77.46 APR:  1.25% $8,169.40 

Total of CDs as 08/31/11 $10,173.51 

Bank Balance 08/31/11 $13,842.76 

C.D. Balances 08/31/11 $10,173.51 

Grand Total 08/31/11 $24,016.27 
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Reminders

Circle Presidents- Please send your Standard of Excellence and Senior Circle Yearly 
History Report. It is important for your Circle and it will help us determine the number of 
members we have.  (Debbie Harker, Historian and Extension Director, r.w.harker@sbcglobal.net  
(317-576-9330)).

REMEMBER—DON’T FORGET—REMEMBER 

The 105th Annual Indiana Branch Convention of King’s Daughters and Sons is coming 
October 21-22, 2011.  Be sure to get your reservation in to Hazel Wilkerson, 8108 W. State 
Road 56, Lexington, IN 47138 by September 22nd.   Make checks payable to “Indiana Branch 
Treasurer, IOKDS” and mail with the registration form.  The total due is only $18.00 ($15.00 for 
the Friday night banquet put on by the “Church Ladies” and $3.00 for the registration fee).

Room reservation must also be made by September 22nd.  There is a block of rooms that have 
been reserved at the Riverboat Inn, 906 E. First Street, Madison, Indiana.  When making your 
reservations you must mention that you are with the King’s Daughters and Sons to receive the 
special rate of $60.00 per night for double occupancy and $42.00 per night for single occupancy.

We look forward to seeing everyone there!  Don’t miss out on this fun time with other King’s 
Daughters and Sons.         Rose Rayer, Vice President

Church Bulletin Bloopers

Don’t let worry kill you off – let the Church help.

For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a nursery downstairs.

Miss Charlene Mason sang ‘I will not pass this way again,’ giving obvious pleasure to the 
congregation.

Next Thursday there will be tryouts for choir.  They need all the help they can get.
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From Your Historian and Extension Director:

The Indiana Branch of the Kings Daughters and Sons was organized in 1905 with the first State 
Convention held in Terre Haute.  The head of the Kings Daughters and Sons was once referred to 
as State Secretary until 1912 when they were referred as President.

 Prior to 1905 our first State Secretary (unofficial) was Miss Edith Fromm Thurtle in 1897.  Up 
to this time there were no State Secretaries, although a Mrs. Lewis Orth, founder and leader of 
the State’s largest Circle, In-As-Much, seemed to be a prominent leader for events leading up to 
the 1905 Convention.  Mrs. Orth has recorded much of the early history of the King’s Daughters 
in Indiana including identifying Miss Thurtle, Mrs. May Keller Thompson, and Miss Rose 
Farrington as State Secretaries prior to the 1905 Convention.  

State presidents have included:

1897 - Miss Edith Fromm Thurtle
1897 - Miss May Keller Thompson
1898 - Miss Rose Farrington
1907 - Miss Clara Phelps Porter
1909 - Miss Nelle Philbeck
1912 - Margaret Vesey
1915 - Mrs. E. J. Scott
1917 - Mrs. O. T. Wingfield
1923 - Blancha Maine
1929 - Mrs Fred Stilz
1932 - Mrs. C. J. Nenneker
1933 - Mrs. Guy Hamilton
1936 - Mrs. Lois Richardson
1940 - Mrs. Herdis G. Helmuth
1945 - Mrs. Downey Coleman
1947 - C. F. Kaimerton
1949 - Mrs. Frank M. Fisher

1953 - Mrs. Layman D. Kingsbury
1958 - Mrs. Roy Sheets
1962 - Mrs. Ralph Hodges
1965 - Esther Wilson
1969 - Lois Dillon
1973 - Evelyn Takacs
1977 - Doris Kritsch
1981 - Mrs. William Kennedy
1985 - Jean Parrish
1989 - Beulah “Bea” Smith
1993 - Lee Anne Brunner 
1997 - Ramona McAllister
2001 - Lois Dillon
2006 - Beverly Duffer
2008 - Kathy Auxier

In His Name

Debbie Harker



International Order of The King’s Daughters and Sons, Indiana Branch �Š 8

********

In Memory

We are deeply saddened by the passing of Kathryn L. Todd, a member of the Dorcas Circle since 
1992.  She was born in 1930 and passed away on 9 July of this year.  She had worked at the 
King’s Daughters Hospital for 15 years.  Her son, the Reverend Charles E. Todd, officiated her 
services at Trinity UMC, Madison, Indiana.  Kathryn’s mother was a member of King’s 
Daughters and Sons for 50 years.  We will miss Kathryn.      

 (Roberta G. Riley, President, Dorcas Circle) 

********

THE FOUR BLESSED LOOKS

Look back and ‘Thank’ God. 
Look forward and ‘Trust’ God. 
Look around and 'Serve' God. 
Look within and 'Find' God!' 

'I asked God, 'How do I get the best out of life?' 
God said, 'Face your past without regrets. Handle your present with

confidence. Prepare for the future without fear!'' 

'Without God, our week is: Mournday, Tearsday, Wasteday, Thursday,
Fightday, Shatterday and Sinday

So, allow Him to be with you every day!' 

'Life is short, so forgive quickly.
Believe slowly.. Love truly. Laugh uncontrollably. Never regret anything
that makes you happy. And have a wonderful journey!! Writer Unknown

The Purple Streak is an official publication of the Indiana Branch of The International 
Order of The King’s Daughters and Sons.


